What Makes A Teacher Great?

An article in the 2006 January-February Children’s Ministry magazine about the 7
characteristics of a great Christian educator got us thinking. What would those be for an
Armenian Church Sunday School teacher? Not all that different. With thanks to Keith
Johnson, here’s food for thought:

1.

A Great Teacher Knows Jesus — Many languages, Armenian included, have two
words for the word “to know,” one meaning knowledge in the head sense and the
other meaning to really know. For instance, you could describe a loved one by the
color of his/her eyes, height, where they live, etc. But those are just the facts. The
love you share with this person, whether a parent, spouse, dear friend or child,
makes you know a whole lot more. It’s the same with Jesus. Many good teachers
know the facts about Jesus (and some don’t even know these, alas). But a really
great teacher knows and lives with the Lord on a daily basis. This feeling can
overflow to the kids.

A Great Teacher Loves Children — Johnson offers a great quote here: “If you
can’t stand the smell of the sheep, stay out of the pastorate!” And so it is in
Christian education. We must love people. We must love children. This is not
necessarily expressed in words; it can be expressed through patience, persistence,
loving care taken in preparation, going the “extra mile” to make the class more
fun, etc. Loving Jesus and loving children are interrelated.

A Great Teacher Involves Kids — When a classroom teacher genuinely involves
children in learning, there’s “a lot more noise than poise.” A great teacher doesn’t
do all the talking; rather, she facilitates the success of the kids’ learning and so
there is less hearing, more doing by students. And chaotic learning is better than
quiet boredom.

A Great Teacher Keeps Learning — Okay, so far we’ve listed loving Jesus,
loving kids, and involving kids as important characteristics for effective teaching.
Now here’s the lynchpin: keeping your mind and heart open to learning
something new — about what you’re teaching and from your students. SO, great
teachers truly avail themselves of learning opportunities (Bible studies, lectures,
helpful books, discussion groups, tapes, videos, classes). And they view the
experiences and opinions of their students as genuinely enriching.

Great Teachers Know What They’re Teaching — It’s very simple — you know
your curriculum, you know the Bible, you know your students. And you weave
the three together with the help of your pastor, your parish and your community
of teachers.

Great Teachers Communicate Effectively — In other words, you know how to
recognize whether your kids get it and when to move on. It’s about flexibility and
objectivity. Great communicators spend as much time understanding their
audience as they do preparing their speeches, or in the case of teachers, their
lessons.

Great Teachers Understand Kids’ Styles — We do kids a disservice when we
teach only in the way we learn best. Anyone familiar with the educational theory
of multiple intelligences knows that kids learn differently and that that’s a great



thing. Great teachers learn to vary their teaching styles to engage children who
need to hear, to see, to move, to perform, etc. in order to learn most effectively.

Prayer Wheel: Lenten Activity for Elementary Grades
Aghotaneev

Lent is traditionally a time to focus on prayer. The forty-day period is ideal to remove

distractions, reorder priorities, and practice the art of talking with God. An easy way to
encourage this in younger children is with the use of a prayer wheel. In Armenian, it’s
“Aghotaneev” (Aghotk=prayer; aneev=wheel).

You will need two large squares of poster board or heavy construction paper, a marker,
pie plates or dinner plates (see step 1), rulers, and a brad for each student. Direct children
to do the following:

1. Cut one of the pieces of paper into a circle (provide pie plates or dinner plates for
them to trace)

2. With the marker and ruler cut the circle into “pie slices” — 8 or more.

3. Ineach section, write the name of a family (your own included), a friend, a
relative, or a group of people who needs prayer.

4. Poke a hole in the middle of the circle (if easy enough, you can use the brad itself
to do this) and in the middle of the other piece of paper.

5. Put the circle on top of the other sheet; then put the brad in the hole and fasten the
two pieces together.

6. Draw an arrow pointing down at the top of the square piece of paper.

Direct children to put their prayer wheels on the refrigerator or somewhere else their
family will see it. Each morning, they are to turn the wheel clockwise one space and pray

for the person or people to whom the arrow points. Throughout the day, they should
remember to pray for them!

Sunday School Assembly (20 minutes)

A basic format you can adapt to your own school setting
1. Opening
Leader: “Blessed be our Lord Jesus Christ”  All Stand

2. Opening Prayer Hands open in prayer, palms up



English

Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be Thy Name;

Thy kingdom come;

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
And forgive our trespasses

As we forgive those who
Trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation
portzootyoon
But deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
And the power and the glory,
For ever and ever, Amen.

Armenian

Hayr mer, vor hergins yes,
Soorp yeghitzi aoon ko;
Yegestzeh arkayootyoon ko,
Yeghitzin gamk ko,

Vorbes hergins yev hergri.

Uzhatz mer hanabazort

door mez aysor

Togh mez uzbardis mer,

Vorbes yev mek toghoomk merotz
Bardabanatz.

Yev mi danir uzmez ee

Ayl purgya ee chareh.
Make sign of the cross

Zee ko eh arkayootyoon
yev zorootyoon

Yev park havidyans. Amen.

(1 min)

3. Armenian Church Feast/Saint Day explanation (sources: Attached
books and manuscript/old DRE Bulletins; The Armenian Church Educator

(www.armenianchurch.net/educator)

Leader or guest speaker

4. Soorp Asdvadz (sung)

(3 min)

Leader or music coordinator leading school
Soorp Asdvadz, soorp yev huzor, soorp yev anmah, vor haryar ee merelotz,
voghormya mez (repeat 3 X, making sign of cross at each stanza)
( Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, who rose from the dead, have

mercy on us.)

5. Scripture readings (Gospel from Armenian Church lectionary; if another

reading is occasionally selected, that is fine.)

Reader: “The reading is from

chapter verse(s)

Students make the sign of the cross

Reads
“Here ends the reading.”

Response from all: “Glory to you, O Lord.”

as reader is announcing reading.



(2 min)

6. Object lesson based on the reading Source: Object lesson books
Leader or guest speaker

(3 min)
7. Announcements, birthdays, upcoming events
Leader
(3 min)
8. Instruction: Hymn or prayer
Leader, music coordinator, or guest
(5 min)

9. Offering

Leader: Since all good gifts come from you, Lord, we share your bounty for
the good work of your holy church. Student ushers pass basket through the aisles
and then bring to altar

10. Hymn:
Leader or music coordinator leading school
Ohrnetzeetz uzder, hamenayn jham, hamenayn jham, orhnootyoon nora ee peran
eem.
(I will bless the Lord at all times, at all times His praise will in my mouth.)

11. Dismissal to class
Leader: Let us be blessed by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Let us depart in
peace, and may the Lord be with each of us.

(3 min)

Portrait of a Survivor
Martyrs Day Reading and Discussion Activity
5" Grade through High School

Last year, James and Shocky Pilafian of Florida graciously donated thousands of copies of the
touching genocide memoir, Portrait of a Survivor for use in our Sunday Schools. Use the study
guide below to create a meaningful April 24" reading activity for your class.

Portrait of a Survivor is an inspiring memoir - the story of two generations of women, Vartouhi
and Shnorhig, the only members of a family of 18 to survive the Armenian Genocide. They both
miraculously survived the Death March through the Syrian Desert; during that horrendous period,
more than a million and a half Armenians were slaughtered by the Turks.



Genocide, ethnic cleansing, war, and local violence are still and ever on the front pages of
the newspapers. How important it is, then, that we read Portrait of a Survivor and direct our
attention back to a time when Armenians underwent a brutally violent experience and yet were
able to endure and even prevail thanks to the patience, courage, and hope that emanated from a
deep Christian faith.

A creative teacher will find so much in the book to explore further with students. Here
are some chapter-by-chapter discussion questions (answer guidelines are occasionally provided).

Prologue
1. What qualities of the olive tree can be applied to Genocide survivors? (tenaciousness,
difficult to destroy, resilient, strong, pliable, revives easily, survives extreme adversity,
bearing fruit for generations)

The Historical Context of the Armenian Genocide
1. Why do you think the Armenian Genocide is not as widely known as the Jewish
Holocaust? (Armenians less strategically important population, international guilt for
holocaust, strategic importance of Turkey today)

2. The Armenians were deported and killed because they were a minority perceived as
threatening and dispensable. What examples of racial hatred are evident in America
today? The world today? Look in a newspaper or news magazine for a related story.
What incites prejudice? Have you ever been the victim of prejudice? Explain.

4. Does bullying emanate from prejudice and hatred? Have you ever been the victim of

bullying? Explain.

What are some ways societies and individuals can fight prejudice?

6. List as many facts as you can from the information provided in this chapter. (Note: 301 is
the more traditional date for Armenia’s acceptance of Christianity.)

7. Find out more about Armenia on the Internet.
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Life before the Genocide
1. Describe life for Shnorhig and her family when she was a child. Describe their home.
What was daily life like? What did they eat? What work occupied their time?
2. Compare this childhood with your own. How was it the same? Different?
3. Compare and contrast this childhood with the same time period in America.
4. What inspiring advice did Shnorhig’s grandfather give her as he lay dying? (p 27)

The Genocide and Death March
1. What losses did Vartouhi and her daughter Shnorhig experience?
2. What other genocides/holocausts occurred during the 20" century? Do some research
online and/or at the library.

Orphanage life
1. Describe Shnorhig’s life in the Marash orphanage. Who were the significant people?
How were the children fed? Kept warm? Cared for medically? What were some happy
events and experiences? (bathhouse: p 13-15; the simple gift of a ribbon: p 47 and p 143)
2. Answer the same questions about life in the orphanage of Shimlon, Lebanon.
How did life in the orphanages differ from Shnorhig’s childhood in Marash?
4. How did living with so few luxuries affect Shnorhig? (cultivated a deep gratitude for
whatever she did have)

w



5. What events led to Shnorhig’s departure from the orphanage, at age 16, to America?

Journey to the New World
1. What events during Shnorhig’s ocean voyage to America were helpful?

Early Life in America
1. Inwhat ways was Shnorhig’s reunion with her mother disappointing?
2. Do you think there are still “two Americas?” (p 67)

Circles of Love
1. Explain some of the ways Genocide survivors reached out to others in “circles of love.
2. How can tragedy lead to love and healing? (social activism, support groups, individual
gestures of love and support)

Giving Back in the New World
1. In what ways did Vartouhi and Shnorhig defy the potential bitterness of their Genocide
experience and love and care for those around them?
2. Have you ever allowed a bad experience to sour you? Describe.
3. If something hurtful happens to you, how do you handle it? Will you talk about it with
someone? Who?
4. What are some “gifts” you can give others?

Family Heirlooms and Other Treasures
1. How is Armenian lacework another example of resilience and survival?
2. Describe some of the family treasures - that tell of another, different time - you possess.
3. Portrait of a Survivor is about one family, one people. Research your family via
interviews. Then write a brief essay about the childhoods of family members and family
traditions.

The Strength to Survive
1. The author’s mother cites Romans 8:28: “In all things God works for the good of those
who love Him, who have been called according to his purpose” as a verse that explains
her own profound faith. Write this verse in your own words and then consider its
meaning in your own life.

Living One’s Faith
1. Read the Christmas Prayer, written by an unknown confederate soldier. Consider the
contrasting pairs: strength/weakness, health/infirmity, and riches/poverty. Think of
concrete illustrations of each line.

For you, what is the most important message of this book?
FS/EA

Bible Memory Verse
Every Educator issue will feature a short verse to memorize. Become fluent in the most
beautiful language of all — Scripture!



“Be joyful always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances.” | Thessalonians 5:16-18






